
Highlands history badge 

-​ Your challenge is to complete at least 1  from each section and a total of 20  

-​ You must complete all compulsory tasks 

-​ Each task is worth a different amount of logo 

 

Mr Sleep will sign off your 2x CV points 

1950’s Section 

1. 

 
  

-​ Explain when the corporal punishment law was banned, do 
you think it should come back? Explain how it works and 
what the names on the school strap ment. What is their 
significance? 

2. 

 

-​ Redesign Highlands from the original blueprint and label it. 

3. 

 

-​ Based off Nee Taylor's “I remember my first day at 
Highlands” narrative from 1955, write a similar piece of 
writing on what you did on your first day at Highlands.  

4. 

 

-​ Design a programme based off the one that was made for 
the Highlands 1958 music festival and add some modern 
twists. 

1960’s Section  

1. 

 
 

-​ “1963 is a crucial year for education, and there must be 
constructive thought and action taken NOW! To prepare to 
overcome problems that threaten us for the next ten years 
at least which have been with us for the past thirty years”. 
Explain what the principal is saying and what quotes he is 
referring to in two paragraphs. 

2. 

 

-​ Alan Foster was a previous care taker at Highlands. In 1969 
he was a part of the first fifteen rugby teams. What was the 
trophy he donated? Create your own model made from clay 
or paper mache. 

3. 

 

-​ Read the highland newspaper article “where school is an 
exciting new world” and write a newspaper article in your 
own words about what this is about. 



4. 

 

-​ What subjects were split between girls and boys, do you 
think that was fair? Write an essay on why it 
should/shouldn’t have been split. 

1.1970 

 
 

-​ In 1974 a massive fire burned down the art room. Read the 
article and write your news article about the incident. 

2. 

 

-​ In the 1970s, one of the opportunities students had was an 
adventure playground and a camp. Draw a map of the camp 
with arrows displaying what the places are. 

3. 

 
 

-​ On Bryan O'Neill's last day as principal in 1975 he gave a 
speech. Read his speech and write a 3-5 paragraph essay on 
his speech and what the key message was. 

4. 

 

-​ Pat Swanson, a teacher who taught at Highlands from 
2016-2025 went to Highlands in the 70’s. A strap is displayed 
that his father used who was the deputy principal at the 
time. On an A4 piece of paper to create a static image. 

1.1980 

 
 

-​ In the 80’s Kapa Haka came to Highlands. Create a poi that is 
similar to the one displayed in the glass. 

2. 

 
 
3. 

 

-​ At Highlands we used to have a pet day and some students 
think we still should. Interview 10 students and create a 
graph on their answers then short essay on what they said. 

 
 
 

-​ Look at some of the photos from the twilight gala and plan 
your own stall (what you would sell, layout of stall ect). 

4. 

 

-​ In the arch between the 80’s and the 70’s section displays a 
quote by Don Taylor. Write 3 paragraphs on what you think 
he means. 



1.1990 

 

Look at the old uniforms displayed in the 90’s and redesign each 
piece of clothing.make it more modern and a new style. 

2. 

 

Taking inspiration from the posters made in the 90's, create a poster 
to help promote the festival of the arts on an A4 sheet of paper. 

3. 

 

In the 90’s the first students against teachers swimming race was 
held. Design a swimming pool for this event to be held including 
bleachers, changing rooms, and sections laid out where each 
whanau sits. 

4. 

 

Next to the uniforms displayed in the glass are plaques that have 
stories on them. Create your own story based on one of your 
favorite memories at highlands. 

1.2000(Complete one of 
the two) 

 

Displayed in the 2000s section are multiple collages on different 
events at Highlands. Create your own collage with some of your 
favorite memories at Highlands. 

2. 

 

In the 2000s one amazing opportunities they had was outdoor 
education. Choose one of the Taranaki landmarks they visited and 
write a 4 paragraph essay for it along with a drawing. 

 

 

 

1.Production 
(complete one of the two) 

 

Recreate the cover of either the School of rock programme or 
the High school musical.  

2. 

 

Design a ticket for one of the 2006-2016 productions. Must 
include name of production, Highlands logo, and date/time. 

1.Exchange students 
(complete one of the two) 

Design your own garment from Asia, bring in all the cultural 
aspects from your chosen country. 



 

2. 

 

Redesign a farewell letter based on the one that the exchange 
teachers gifted to Highlands. 
 

1.Wearable arts 
(Complete one of the two) 

 

Create a timeline from when wearable arts started to the 
present day. How has wearable arts changed over the years? 

2. 

 

Design/draw your own garment made from eco friendly 
materials. Must display a key saying what everything is.  

1.Honours/other 

 

 
 
 
Create a player profile on one of the students who represented 
New Zealand and went to Highlands and earned their 
Spectemur Agendo. 

2. 

 

Write an application letter to be a head student. 

3. 

 

Do you think that Jade RAWE recipients should earn 2 points on 
their CV and write an essay about why/why not. 

4. 

 

In 2017 a time capsule was put into the wall in the stairs of the 
hall. Create your own time capsule. Must include at least 10 
items and a letter to your future self. 

5. 

 

Create a kahoot on all the knowledge you have learnt in the 
making of this badge. Must have at least 20 questions. At the 
end com 
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